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DANTE  AND   BEATRICE

When the great Italian poet Dante was only a boy, he fell deeply in love with a beautiful girl,
Beatrice Portinari, who did not return his affection, to his great grief. Dante, nevertheless,
made her an important character in his " Divina Commedia," the greatest epic poem of
Christendom. This well-known picture, by Henry Holiday, shows us Dante gazing intently
at Beatrice as she passes, accompanied by a friend.

AL arts died in the Western world
during those terrible centuries
after the fall of Rome.    There
was no painting or sculpture worthy of
note,  and if there were poets,  their
writings have perished as well as their
names.   Almost the only exceptions are
two British bards, Caedmon, who lived
in the seventh, and Beowulf, in the
eighth century.

France had Roland in the eleventh
century, a maker of songs, of whom
we know very little indeed. It was
not until Dante was born in the year
1265 that Europe could once more
boast of a great poet. The house in
Florence where he was born still stands.
He was the son of a lawyer, and was
baptised by the name of Durante, after-
wards shortened to Dante.

The Maker of the Italian Language.

Dante is famous for his devotion to
the beautiful Beatrice, whom he first met
when he was only nine years old. He
loved her intensely, but she was married
to a man named Simone di Bardi, and
died at the age of only twenty-four.
Dante himself afterwards married
Gemma Donati, daughter of one of
the great Guelph faction in Florence.
The Guelphs and Ghibellines were fight-
ing fiercely, and Dante was drawn into
the savage feud and was present at the
Battle of Campaldino. Part of this is
magnificently described in his wonderful
" Divina Commedia." Dante himself
rose to the high state of being one of the
six Priors of Florence, and as soon as
he was in power, banished the heads of
the warring factions.
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